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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and have a Happy New Year! Hope everyone's

sales exceeded all expectations.
I know it takes a week or so to catch your breath now that the holidays are behind us, but
now we can start making plans for this year's season. I have been blessed and my
sales have continued to grow This is only my fourth year of selling, so I am sure they will
flat line within a year or so. I know you are getting ready to re-plant and start over again
with little trees. I still have some ground work to do before I plant but will be planting
within the next few weeks.
It has to make one proud to be associated with the Georgia Christmas Tree Association
when you see the number of trees that were given by our members to our troops that are
fighting for our freedom. Thanks to all those that gave trees or helped in the "Trees For
Troops" campaign. I think it was a success! Thanks to Coy and Cecil for driving those
hard miles picking up and delivering trees. These two really helped make it a success.
Thanks Again!
I am already looking forward to the Spring meeting in South GA. at Mike Brumby's
place. I am sure he will be able to share some valuable information with us.
You need to start nursing your trees and getting them in shape to compete at the Georgia
National Fair this fall. I know it's early but now is the time to start. I can't tell how much
publicity I received from winning the Grand Champion award. I know some think the
Fair isn't close to their location, but I can tell you that it doesn't matter. I received several
calls and had local news paper articles with pictures that brought in more business than
my paid advertisements. Plan now to take advantage of this good advertisement
opportunity. The more participation we have the better the visual effects at the Fair for
the GCTA.
Again hope to see you all at the Spring meeting in Tifton GA on April 29, 30th.
Thanks,
Matthew Gay
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NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - COY DILLAHUNTY
Tip Moth Monitoring:
The work to get the tip moth monitoring program is under way. By
the time you read this all information should be complete and mailed to members that may use it.
Bob Slaughter worked the first two weeks of January to get the trappers lined up. This was a
problem this year. He finally got two besides himself to trap. As expected I ordered the supplies
and had to special order as the lures are no longer stocked by Gempler. I checked the internet
and found one other source. Their price was quite a bit higher than Gemplers. Since Paschal
Brewer had a couple of lures for the first generation I special ordered and should get everything
to the trappers by end of January.
Bob tells me that he is doubtful that he will continue the program next year. If he does
not, it may be impossible to get the program running next year. This is something that needs to
be addressed and will be brought to the Board and membership at the spring meeting. I have
tried to get a feel for who is using the program by putting a line on the application. Can’t get
people to check the block. All the new applications have the check block. I did get one issue of
the 2005 application out in Tree Talk that did not have the check block, and just discovered my
internet form never got updated. I have looked at the applications over the past three years and
the best that I can come up with is between 15 and 20 may be using the monitoring service. We
still have about 40 growers that list that they grow Virginia pine in their choose and cut info.
Many of these show NO on using the monitoring service.
If you are interested in doing degree day calculations, check the UGA web page and follow links. You can get info for about 50 stations around Georgia. Pick a close one. This program
is operated by the Griffin station.
http://www.griffin.uga.edu/aemn/
Needle fungus in Leyland Cypress:
Just a reminder about following directions on use of
Kocide spray for needle fungus. Use rates on the label, not rates shown in UGA materials.
Lower rates specified in UGA materials do not work. I had no problem last year using 3 sprays
in March, April, and May. I used LABEL rate. I have had several calls telling me that Kocide
was not effective. All were using UGA rates instead of label rates. Some tried the higher label
rate later and found it to be effective. My March, April, and May timing is before spores are
spread. This seems to prevent spread and has worked well for me for 3 years.
Association Logo: I have thought for some time that we need to update the logo for the Association. The circle and other material is hard to reproduce and read when small enough to use on
letterhead and envelopes. Even the size used on Tree Talk front cover is not good quality. All
these have been scanned from old decals. I think there is one copy of the decal in color left.
Lets all try to design something and see what we can come up with. If I get some feedback on
this I will include all suggestions and hopefully have something to present to the membership in
one of the meetings this year. I know some in the Association have some artistic ability. If you
think of something either mail or email to Coy. (Addresses inside front cover. )
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GEORGIA CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION, INC
P O BOX 274
CONCORD GA 30206-0274
Profit & Loss Statement
1/1/05 through 12/31/05
2/9/06
7:13:50 PM

Income
DUES INCOME
Dues, 2005
Dues 2006
Total DUES INCOME
INTERNET INCOME
web page 2005
Web page 2006
Total INTERNET INCOME
MEETING INCOME
FALL MEETING
SPRING MEETING
Spring meeting Auction
Total MEETING INCOME
Tree Talk Adv, Commission acct
Miscellaneous Income
Total Income

$4,665.00
$1,755.00
$6,420.00
$765.00
$240.00
$1,005.00
$1,020.00
$810.00
$456.00
$2,286.00
$4,348.00
$18.00
$14,077.00

Cost of Sales
Gross Profit

$14,077.00

Expenses
Supplies
Software upgrades
MARKETING EXPENSES
MARKETING CONSULTANT
MARKETING TELEPHONE
Total MARKETING EXPENSES
MEETING EXPENSES
FALL MEETING
SPRING MEETING
Total MEETING EXPENSES
MISC. SERVICES EXPENSES
CONTRACT BOOKKEEPING SERVIC
NATIONAL DIRECTOR EXPENSE
Total MISC. SERVICES EXPENSES
Late Fees Paid
Tax & preparation
Postage & Shipping
PROGRAM EXPENSE
INTERNET EXPENSE
TIP MOTH PROGRAM
Total PROGRAM EXPENSE
NCTA TIP PAYMENT
Telephone
TREE TALK EXPENSES
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$587.68
$672.38
$1,275.00
$27.20
$1,302.20
$1,403.51
$741.16
$2,144.67
$2,556.49
$413.40
$2,969.89
$39.00
$30.00
$308.22
$629.14
$247.28
$876.42
$1,700.00
$36.61
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GEORGIA CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION, INC
P O BOX 274
CONCORD GA 30206-0274
Balance Sheet
As of December 2005
2/9/06
7:12:50 PM

Assets
Current Assets
Cash On Hand
Checking Account
Total Cash On Hand
Investments
FIRST NATIONAL, BARNESVILL
FIRST PIKE CD,S
Total Investments
Inventory
Total Current Assets
Property & Equipment
Furniture & Fixtures
Office Equipment
Computer Software
Total Furniture & Fixtures
Total Property & Equipment
Total Assets
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Credit Cards
Visa,FIRST USA BANK, NA
Total Credit Cards
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities

$4,835.48
$4,835.48
$6,318.52
$11,903.52
$18,222.04
$219.91
$23,277.43
$3,062.92
$184.78
$3,247.70
$3,247.70
$26,525.13

$1,828.40
$1,828.40
$1,828.40
$1,828.40

Equity
Prior Year's Surplus
Retained Earnings
Current Year Earnings
Historical Balancing
Total Equity

($14,501.42)
($13,849.55)
($5,342.52)
$58,390.22
$24,696.73

Total Liability & E

$26,525.13
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PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR'S REPORT
Lea Holland
I'm sure each of you had a busy month of December. The media had lots to do covering
Christmas tree growers across the state this season. Several articles appeared in the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution and the Gwinnett farms were featured in the Gwinnett Daily
Post. There were inquiries from a television station in Carrollton and Winder radio station.
In addition, Matthew Gay won ribbons in the Georgia National Fair Christmas
Tree competition. He won two first-place and one third-place ribbons. That's fantastic
recognition for Matthew and his farm, as well as the Georgia Christmas Tree Association.
The more media coverage, the better, and I consider this year a success. Press
releases went out to outlets all across the state - - newspapers, radio stations, television
stations, and magazines. I sent quick facts about tree farms, Christmas tree myths, and
more. I received a few calls, but I'm hoping those reporters called some of you without
going through me first.
Congrats for a successful season! Please let me know if there is media coverage
I was unaware of so I can note it for future reference. Contact me.
See you soon!
Lea Holland
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_________________________________________________________________

Nature’s Best from
the Pacific Northwest

Com
eS
ee
for
You
rse
lf!

Make plans now to attend the 24 th Biennial Convention &
Trade Show of the National Christmas Tree Association.
Hosted by the Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree Association.
You won’t want to miss:
• The latest industry research & marketing advice
• Christmas Tree & Wreath contests
• The newest products & services on display in the trade show
• Touring the farms of the Pacific Northwest

• Exploring the area through the optional tours, including a visit to the San Juan Islands
• Taking in all that Portland has to offer!

Reserve your room at the Doubletree
Hotel Portland-Lloyd Center by calling
1-800-996-0510. Be sure to request
the NCTA rate of $128.
Interested in exhibiting? Contact 636/449-5070 or info@realchristmastrees.org.
For more information, including registration forms, visit www.realchristmastrees.org or call 636/449-5070.

Nature's Best from the Pacific Northwest . . . Come See for Yourself!
The National Christmas Tree Association will hold its 24th Biennial Convention & Trade
Show against the scenic backdrop of the Pacific Northwest. The convention will take
place Aug. 16-19, 2006, in Portland, Oregon and is hosted by the Pacific Northwest
Christmas Tree Association.
Mark your calendars now and begin making plans to attend - you can't afford to
miss out on the great lineup of speakers and workshops, exploring the farms of the Pacific Northwest, viewing the newest products in the trade show or taking in all the area
has to offer.
Come see the City
Named as "One of the Best Places to Vacation" by Money magazine, Portland offers
something for everyone - whether exploring the numerous museums and visitor attractions, sampling a pint in one of the city's many microbreweries, taking advantage of the
tax-free shopping or venturing outside of the city limits for sights such as Mount St. Helens or the Columbia River Gorge.
Making the most of the "City of Roses" is easy with Portland's award-winning
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transportation system, consisting of MAX light rails trains, buses, trolley's and streetcars. And within a 300-block area in downtown Portland known as "Fareless Square," all
public transportation is free - ensuring that you can travel easily between the Doubletree
Hotel Portland, the official hotel for the event, and the Oregon Convention Center. The
MAX train will also take you from the airport right to the Doubletree Hotel.
The Doubletree Hotel Portland is located in the heart of the city across from Oregon's largest shopping mall, Lloyd Center. You can reserve your room now at the NCTA
rate of $128 single/double by calling 800-996-0510.
Come See the Experts
Whether you are a small Choose & Cut farm or a major grower, there are sessions and
speakers planned for all of your interests. Some of our planned topics include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Selecting Fertilizers - John Hart
Keepability & Tree Stands - Gary Chastagner
Family Farms Business Management - Mark Green
Agri-tainment - Jeff Owen
The Latest on Taxes - Shelly Sorem
Web Marketing - Carolyn Elliot
Grading & Inventory - John Foster & Gayla Hansen
Choose & Cut Industry Issues - Mel Koelling
Quarantines & Invasive Species - Rob Hollingsworth
Boughs & Greens - Mark Savage
And much more

Don't forgot to stop in at the trade show, where the latest products and services will be
on display and you can network with others in the industry. This year's trade show,
which will take place in the state-of-the-art Oregon Convention Center also will take
place at the 2006 Convention, with the Grand Champions earning the right to present
the Blue Room Christmas Tree. (in the Whitehouse)
Come See the Industry
You will have the opportunity to see firsthand the technology and innovation of the Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree industry with four exceptional farm tours. From the largest shipper of Christmas Trees in the nation to the largest gift shop west of the Mississippi, the tour stops throughout Washington and Oregon will provide you with plenty of
ideas to take back to your business. (For detailed information on the farm tours, visit
www.realchristmastrees.org/convfarms.cfm.)
Come See the Sights
While you're taking in all the 2006 NCTA Convention has to offer, your family certainly
will have plenty to see and do. Youth tours to the Oregon Zoo and Oregon Museum of
Science and Industry have been planned, and activities abound in Portland for the
whole family. Guest tours include taking advantage of Oregon's tax-free shopping with a
visit to the Woodburn Outlet Stores or exploring the history of the Oregon Trail at the
End of the Trail Interpretive Center.
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Make the most of your visit by extending your stay and taking advantage of one of the
pre- or post-tour options. Witness the power of nature with a visit to the Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument, travel north to explore British Columbia, see the
sights from the top of the Seattle Space Needle, hop aboard an excursion boat for a a
bay tour or take in the views of the Historic Scenic Highway - all of these sights and
more are offered in the tour options.
Come See for Yourself!
For the latest information on the 2006 NCTA Convention & Trade Show, visit
www.realchristmastrees.org/24th.cfm or contact 636-449-5070. Exhibitor information
and registration forms will be mailed in the coming months. We look forward to seeing
you in Portland!
______________________________________________________________________
TREES: ALLERGIES PUT END TO GROWER'S CAREER
Excerpts from Atlanta JournalConstitution article by Mark Davis
"When the sun sets today (Dec. 18) on
the trees Coy Dillahunty has tended so
long and so well, it will set on a part of his
life, too.
" Dillahunty is quitting the Christmas
tree business after 25 years. He's giving up
the battered Poulan chain saw that has
felled hundreds of Leyland cypresses on
the hills outside his home near Concord in
Pike County. He'll lock the shed with a sign
out front telling customers that the proprietor is in the field but will be back shortly.
" He'll give it up, but not willingly.'I don't
really have a choice," he says. The executive director of the Georgia Christmas Tree
Association, Inc. has grown allergic to his product."
THe article went on to state that shortness of breath caused a visit to the doctor
and a diagnosis of allergy to the cypress which in turn caused him to decide to quit the
tree business. His son had his own business and was not interested in taking over the
tree business.
However, a neighbor boy, Tom Callaway, aged 14, has worked with Coy for several years.. His dad said the boy wanted to learn the Christmas tree business.
"...so the two struck an agreement . Dillahunty would share with Tom the wisdom of a
quarter-century. The boy would give Dillahunty his youthful energy, helping cut and load
trees."
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GEORGIA TREES FOR TROOPS
Coy Dillahunty
The Georgia Association received the notification of the program in an Email from

Steve Drake on October 28, 2005. When I read the information I knew that I for one
wanted to join this effort. I sent an email to all Georgia members that have email addresses and was looking for a response as to whether Georgia could join the project or
not. All were in favor of doing it but all offered reasons that they could not get the trees
to a central point for pickup. Note, Georgia has two farms that really go into wholesale.
This means the rest of our growers consider themselves choose and cut operators.
Most do not have help and some work other full time jobs and just can't get away to
make a 100+ mile run to a collection point.
I chose David Ridgeway's farm for the collection point as his farm was close to an Interstate highway and centrally located in the state. On Nov. 1, I advised Steve that
Georgia was in and expected to join the effort. This would be 5 or 6 trees from each
farm. I knew that all would want to donate trees if possible. The date for our pickup
was December 8. This was great news to me. I would be able to make three pickup
routes that week before the Thursday morning pickup and would likely be able to get the
close growers in South Atlanta metro area to deliver theirs.

I sent a letter to the members that were located where I could make the
three routes that I had laid out and to the others that I thought would be able to
get trees to the collection point. There were some growers left out because of
their location and a couple I likely overlooked. We had some growers that were
short of trees and could not supply trees. The final number that agreed to donate
was 45. When the final count was complete two were removed for reasons that
they had other agreements with local military units to supply donated trees.
(More on these later.) Three from Northwest Georgia that were delivering trees
arrived at the collection point just after the FedEx truck left. I had advised them
that loading would be between 2 and 5 p.m. We had extra help, rain, and finished
loading shortly after 3 pm. The FedEx truck left. Our extra help was arranged with the
Jackson High School and the Junior ROTC class had agreed to bring 15 students to assist. The teacher told us he told them that the first 15 that returned excuse slips signed
by their parents to him were in. He found a line when he arrived at school. We had
press coverage from Macon, Jackson and Griffin. No Atlanta media would venture out
the 60 miles.
My routes over the week changed to 4 days. I drove 1523 miles in the 4 days collecting trees pulling my trailer with my pickup. I started Monday, December 5 with a 425
mile run into North Georgia. It was rainy and foggy that day and thanks to my wife who
joined me on that day we got home about 9 pm after leaving at 6:30 that morning. The
afternoon part of this was down some of the worst mountain 2 lane highways in Geor-

gia. The fog did lift during the bad part of the trip but got real thick down near the
lake around Gainesville. This day we collected 47 trees.
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Day one - December 5 - Coy and Beverly Dillahunty pick up trees at the Kinsey
Farm. (Picture by Liz Kinsey)
Day two I went south by myself. Nice weather but long roads. Two growers on
the outer reaches had brought trees to other farms on my routes. Got a late start, 7:15
am. as I was having problems with tarps the day before. I gathered tools and supplies
to anchor the front of the tarps to the trailer floor and drove to Albany, my first stop to
secure the tarps. Picked up 12 trees (truck bed with sideboards full) and went on to
Tifton and picked up another 12 trees and to Cordele for 6 more. Then it was near lunch
but I didn't find a convenient place in Cordele and thought I would get something before
I got to Tarrytown. This is over 100 miles and I didn't see a hamburger stand on the trip.
Finally bought a snack at a convenience store to hold me until home about 9:30 that
night.
Day three I hit Northeast Georgia between I-85 and I-20. Picked up our newsletter editor, Cecil Hess, for company on this one. The first stop, no one home and no
trees laid out for us. Skipped them. Continued to next stop. He had 9 trees ready. Another stop that day had 11 trees ready, another 10 trees. This was a short day. I
dropped Cecil off and continued to Ridgeway's to unload. Had 47 trees and got home
about 8:30 that day.
Day four was a short route and the young man (age 14) that is growing trees on
my farm since I am retiring, joined me. He had got excused from school for that day.
Three places to pick up and on to Ridgeway's to load the Fed Ex truck. This was only
about 120 mile day so was almost a rest. We left almost as soon as the Fed X truck was
loaded and returned home for some rest, getting home at an early 5:30.
14

The high point for me in all this was the unloading at Ft. Benning. Cecil and I
went down and watched the process. I thought we might get more press coverage
there. Columbus and Albany TV covered the unloading. Ft. Benning had handled the
operation in a great way. They issued tickets for free trees to each unit and insisted that
they go to the lowest rank that wanted a tree first. Since I had been stationed at Ft.
Benning one time while I was in the Army, (long enough to meet my wife 41 years ago!)
it was a proud time for me.
Now back to the other two growers that had programs they worked with. One
grower, William (Paschal) Brewer's farm is near Ft. Stewart. When I called him about
donating trees, he advised me he was committed as far as he could to Ft. Stewart. The
base had contacted him with a request to allow families to tag trees and hold them until
the service member returned in time frame after the Iraq elections to the end of January.
He had over 125 trees tagged the last time I talked to him. I expect this increased as
that was around December 1st. Steve Drake and FedEx responded to this by including
him as a donation farm and sending two Trees for Troops banners to him.
In our effort to get publicity for this project, Charles Berry contacted someone he
knew in the Governor's office. The Governor could not come to the loading but sent a
National Guard officer to represent him. When the National Guard headquarters in Atlanta found out about the program they called me to see if someone could contribute
trees to the National Guard unit from Macon for their families Christmas party. I called
Toby Bullington and asked him if he could drop off the pickup route and work with them.
He was happy to do so and it took about 60 miles off my route. The National Guard unit
from Macon is presently in Iraq and they were trying to assist families left at home.
As a summary of what did get delivered, Georgia loaded 250 trees on the Fed X
truck. They were delivered to Ft. Benning along with trees from South Carolina and
some from North Carolina. Ft. Benning got an estimated 700 trees. I found a copy of the
Ft. Benning Bayonet newspaper on the internet with a picture of a 3 year old girl holding her tree. I had watched their reporter take the picture. It makes it all worth the effort.
(Editor's note: I hope that the members of the Georgia Christmas Tree Association appreciate the hard work that Coy did, in not only coordinating this program
of Trees for Troops but also actively engaging in the actual roundup and delivery
to FedEx to be delivered to Ft. Benning. Also David Ridgeway at the collection
point on his farm. -Jean Hess)
______________________________________________________________________
THANKS FROM FT. BENNING
The Command Sergeant Major was extremely gracious and thankful for your trees. He
wanted to send this note individually to each donor. The note reads "Thanks again for
your participation and for making Trees for Troops a huge success, especially to the
families who received your trees!"
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Trees on Farm ready for pick-up
Trees for Troops.

Coy Dillahunty's truck & trailer.
loaded with trees from farms.

Trees at Ridgeway's farm collected from farms around the
state to be loaded on FedEx trucks.
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A collection of trees at Ft. Benning

Steve Drake & Coy Dillahunty

Coy and Command Sergeant Major
Lonny Walker at Ft. Benning.

A military family selects their tree
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LATE CHRISTMAS FOR 3RD INFANTRY DIVISION TROOPS
Judy and Paschal Brewer
January 8th - Almost half of the 3rd ID has arrived home with flights coming in each day.
Final troop arrival may take until the middle of February.
Many families have held up opening Christmas presents until the loved one returns from
deployment. Frequently this means visiting our farm and cutting a fresh tree that may
have been tagged for December 24, 2005 or January 2006. Three families cut trees
January 7, 2006 and three tagged trees remain to be cut. Additionally, spouses are calling who have not reserved trees (an advantage of having a farm 10 miles from the
main gate of Ft. Stewart).
Our farm policy allows customers to tag trees as early as November 1 for later cutting.
We supply a chain and the customer supplies a padlock to "lock in the selection". Ribbon is also tied to the tree to alert everyone that the tree is reserved and will not leave
the farm until the padlock is removed.
(Editor's Note: Several other tree farmers made trees available to military personnel,
including Toby Bullington and Don Watson.)

Captain Timothy & Morgan O'Bryant with
the tree they had marked to cut down at the
Paschal and Judy Brewer Tree Farm when he
returned home.
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A REPORT ON TREES FOR TROOPS BY STEVE DRAKE
OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION
We had a very positive meeting with FedEx , Ketchum (their publicity company),
and the Army on January 10th. FedEx was extremely impressed with what you accomplished on your farms and in your states
FedEx was so impressed with the local PR (of our members and our state associations) that they said if we do a program in 2006, they don't feel Ketchum staff need to
spend time trying to get the media to cover the pickup locations. What a GREAT and
POSITIVE statement of the value of state/national cooperation to reach out to the news
media, now recognized by one of the largest companies in the U.S.and by one of the
largest PR agencies in the U.S.!
Here's some more interesting/good news. The data from the Harris consumer is
just coming in and we are still analyzing it. But - 14.7 millions of households said they
"read,heard, or saw something about the Trees for Troops program through which
Christmas Trees were being donated to troops and their families and being delivered to
military bases by FedEx." I want to repeat - that is 14.7 million households - for comparison, 4.3 million people said they read, heard, or saw The Polgood news. 25% of
those who read, heard, or saw something about Trees for Troops said it "influenced your
decision to purchase a Real Christmas Tree this past holiday season." Folks, 25% of
that 13.7 million households represents 3.7 million trees! Even if we take the lowest% of
the error range, it suggests 2.5 million trees. And, that is one reason why consumers
report purchasing 5.7 million M ORE trees than they said they would before Thanksgiving (and before Trees for Troops)!
January 26th - Steve Drake had a conference call with most state contacts on the
line today. The Trees for Troops program will likely be going again for 2006. Bases to
get trees may be different, and there may be more bases. The overseas shipment will
again be handled by the Ohio Association. They are limited to about 175 trees because
of space and needs in areas that trees can be shipped to. Only Kuwait, Qatar and Afghanistan will allow trees in. Iraq would accept trees but the military says they can't risk
lives to haul them and will not accept trees for Iraq. Trees can't be shipped to places like
Germany, Korea, etc. because of plant quarantine restrictions. FedEx has agreed to
work this again. FedEx Corporation has not given approval at this times but is expected
to shortly.
______________________________________________________________________
COY'S FOLLOW UP FOR 2006
What I need now is help to develop ideas we can use to do several things.
1. FedEx wants to have some kind of project in the Atlanta area that would get
media attention. Timing of this should be in November, before Thanksgiving. We want
something that ties into Trees for Troops. Something that could be considered a fund
raiser for this project. Hopefully, something that could get a radio station on site remote
cover. FedEx employees would likely join us on this.
2. Create a way for consumers to donate to this program. This has been handled
by the "Christmas Spirit Foundation" and there has been a lot of expense involved in
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that. (The Christmas Spirit Foundation is a non-profit charity organized by the National
Christmas Tree Association for legal cover to accept donations and dispense them for
good cause.) They can accept donations on their web site by charge card, cash, or
check sent to their mail address.
3. Involve community in this project by promoting school projects such as making
decorations to be included with the trees. Do you have other ideas for community
involvement?
4. We want to enable the entire Christmas Tree industry to be involved and work
with farmers or retail lots that sell trees to bases so the donated trees do not reduce
their existing sales.
The ideas received were sent on to National after February 14. These ideas will
be sent on to other states so they may use the ideas if desired. We can select from
what we come up with at the Spring meeting and do our planning. We have to be firm
by August 1st on what we can do in the promotion line. How we handle trees can wait
until the Fall meeting for final decisions.
Next - How do we get the trees to the pickup points? I believe we can get at least two
pickup points approved for this year if needed. Do we want to buy trees from someone
and others donate a few dollars to pay for them or do we attempt to do what we did last
year? I can't do all that round by myself like last year but will help if health permits. This
will be discussed at the Spring meeting in detail. Do some thinking and pass on your
ideas. Is there a member of the Association who has enough trees to offer 200 0r 300
trees at a wholesale price and be able to load on a given date early in December (6-8 ft.
trees wrapped)? Any variety would be accepted. Is there anyone in the Atlanta metro
area who has space to get large trucks in, that could serve as a collection point since
David Ridgeway did this last year and we need to give him a break.
_____________________________________________________________________
CT PLUS MARKETING CONFERENCE REPORT
Charles Berry, Member of NCTA Board of Directors
I attended the CT Marketing Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada February 1-4,
2006.
Many good things came last year for for NCTA's Spirit Foundation. It was formed
by NCTA and was a 501c3 tax exempt foundation. Working with the Southern Christmas Tree Association it helped many farms in the south after Hurricane Katrina.
Georgia growers contributed over 250 trees to Trees for Troops for families of
troops at Ft. Benning. This was a joint effort of NCTA and FedEx.
Thanks to GCTA for their contribution to the TIP program each year.
The NCTA Executive committee wants to be more involved with state associations
by attending their state meetings. It will be necessary to pick up the tab for travel and
board and room.
Many changes have been made concerning CT Plus and NCTA annual meetings.
NCTA annual meeting will be in Portland, Oregon (see pages 9-11). Two tree contest
winners will be selected for years 2006 and 2007. In 2007 the annual meeting will be a
summer meeting in Bangor, Maine. The summer meeting of 2008 will be in Des Moines,
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Iowa which will be completely run by NCTA staff only supported by the state association
contributing farm tours and the banquet. 2009 summer meeting will be in the south, if
interested please contact NCTA staff for details.
I would like for some NCTA or prospective member to volunteer to be the contact
person who will collect and monitor fire code and potential changes in them. This NCTA
work will serve as a "first alert" system for our industry and is vital to prevent a potentialy damaging code being adopted restricting use of cut Christmas trees in homes.
______________________________________________________________________
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3D at DECEMBER FARMS
Jean Hess
December Farms, formerly owned by James and Sheila Herbermann, is a GCTA
farm now operated by Three Dimensional Life, Inc.. "3D is nine month residential program for boys ages 15-19 years old who are struggling with addictions and destructive
behaviors."
Our initial introduction to 3D was through Tracee Randall's attendance at the Fall
GCTA meeting at Kinsey's farm. She gave the attendees an overview of the program
and was active in purchasing items from the auction to be used on the farm.
Cecil and I became further involved when Tracee and her husband, Bobby, came
to our farm to load up a small trailer we had sold them. We were invited to their fund
raising banquet at Faith Chapel in Lawrenceville where we met many of the boys in the
program, their families, and the directors.
3D at December Farms is unique in its origin. Mike Nixon, Program Director, was
a drug addict by the age of 16 and spent 6 years in adult programs for drug and alcohol
abuse. As a teenager during that time, he felt out of place and the idea of a program designed specifically for teenagers came to him. He gained supervisory experience in
several rehabilitation centers and was finally inspired to form 3D and later to acquire
December Farms. Young men began appearing immediately and there is now a waiting
list.
.

The young men and their fathers renovate the selling shed.
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The 3D program is "designed to guide young people into a relevant understanding of their spirit, soul and body done through a Christian based curriculum." They are
encouraged to complete their education with a high school diploma or a G.E.D. There
are structured work programs which include planting, cultivating, and selling Christmas
trees, as well as pumpkins and other garden produce. Character building includes adventures such as hiking, rock climbing, rafting, snow boarding, etc. Included is a disciplined lifestyle, spiritual development, and accountability.
Their account of this year's Christmas Tree season was that it was a "success".
They had a "wonderful time selling Christmas trees and learned a lot about the business. Hopefully they will be more than successful next year! "

The boys are preparing to make wreaths
and garlands.

Christmas selling season.

______________________________________________________________________

✱ NOTICE ✱
THIS IS THE LAST ISSUE OF TREE TALK FOR MEMBERS WHO HAVE
NOT PAID THEIR 2006 DUES !!!
Members' address will have an 05 or 06 to the right of their
name on their address label. This is a reminder that you
may not have paid your dues. There is lag time between
print and receipt, so don't panic if you know you paid your
dues recently. Coy
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DISEASES OF LEYLAND CYPRESS
Mississippi State University Extension Service
Leyland cypress (Cupressocyparis x leylandii) is a feathery-leaved evergreen that
has rapidly gained popularity in Mississippi. A reputation for rapid growth and
hardiness have made Leyland cypress a
popular choice for Christmas trees, privacy hedges, and windbreaks. These
uses as well as climate and site conditions common in Mississippi can reduce
the vigor of Leylands and make them
more susceptible to certain diseases.
Diseased Leylands in Mississippi often
are seen growing on low-lying sites that
have heavy clay soils and poor drainage.
Leylands require well-drained soil and do
not appear to tolerate "wet feet". Poorly
drained soils increase plant stress and
susceptibility to disease. Trees on sites
with poor drainage often have severe twig
dieback problems, whether they are open
or grown in hedges.
Needle and Twig Dieback
Several fungi, including Cerospora sp.
and Pestalotiopsis sp. can cause browning of foliage and dieback of twigs and
branches. These fungal pathogens are
favored by moist, humid leaf conditions.
Air circulation often is poor in hedge and
Christmas tree plantings, providing an
ideal environment for fungi to thrive.
Damage from Cerospora is characterized
by leaf browning that begins near the
branch tip. Infections usually begin near
the base of the tree. Cercospora infections can be severe and lead to tree
death if left unchecked.
Damage from Pestalotiopsis is usually
minor and is characterized by brown
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spots that progress backward from the tip
of the needle.
Control
Space trees adequately. Leylands grow
quickly, so consider tree growth when
spacing plantings. You can thin dense
plantings by removing every other tree.
Proper spacing promotes air circulation
and reduces stress from root competition.
Applying a copper fungicide such as Kocide is helpful in prevention, especially
when environmental conditions encourage disease. You should apply fungicides
every 7 to 14 days from bud break until
the new growth is mature.
Canker Diseases
Two cankers occur on Leylands grown in
Mississippi, Seridium and Botryosphaeria canker. Both cankers are
caused by fungi that grow beneath the
bark of the tree, disrupting the water flow.
Eventually the fungus will completely circle (girdle) the tree. As the canker grows,
everything above the canker turns brown
and dies from lack of water and nutrients.
Seridium Canker
Cankers caused by Seiridium unicome
appear on twigs, branches, and the trunk.
Cankers are oval shaped (longer than
they are wide), dark brown to purple, and
may have small black pimple-like structures embedded in them. The black structures are the spore-producing fruiting
structures of the fungus. Spores produced during moist conditions are spread
by water splash and contaminated pruning tools. The cankers often ooze resin.
Resin flow is less pronounced on older
trees or trees in poor vigor. Needles on

affected branches become bronze colored as they die, typical symptoms of water stress.
Botryosphaeria Canker
Stressed trees are more susceptible to
Botryosphaeria canker, caused by
Botryosphaeria dothidea. The cankers
are often very long, and the surface of the
canker may look flat. Fruiting bodies of
the fungus are usually evident as black
postules embedded in the outer surface
of the canker. Needles on affected
branches become bronze colored. Unlike

seiridium, canker, resin does not typically
flow from Botryosphaeria canker.
Control
Maintaining vigorous trees is important in
preventing both canker diseases. Avoid
water and root stresses caused by overwatering, underwatering, planting too
deep, and overcrowding. Chemical controls are not available. You should prune
infected limbs at least one inch below the
canker. Sterilize pruning equipment with
rubbing alcohol or a 10 percent bleach
solution between every cut to avoid
spreading the pathogen.

Brand names mentioned in this publication do not imply endorsement by Mississippi State University Extension Service. Chemical labels change; always get current information about usage,
and examine a current label before applying any chemical. Always follow label directions when
applying chemicals.
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ESTABLISHING A CHRISTMAS TREE PLANTATION
Southern Landscape and Nursery, November 2005
★ Will there be a market for these trees
Establishing a Christmas tree planwhen they are ready to harvest?
tation begins with selection of species
* Can this species be grown on the land
and site and includes site preparation and
available, or am I willing to relocate to a
planting. Successful harvest of Christmas
more appropriate area to grow the spetrees from any plantation is largely decies I want to grow?
termined by the decisions made during
* What special problems are involved
this establishment phase. Suitability of
growing this species?
the site for the species to be grown is of
The final choice of species decritical importance. Selection of an optipends on the availability of suitable land.
mum site can minimize the risk of a numPlanting in areas not recommended usuber of production problems. Careful planally leads to poor survival and growth,
ning and layout of fields and roads can
and subsequent reduced financial inreduce pest management and harvesting
come.
costs. Proper site preparation can cut a
Site Selection
year or two from the production cycle by
Determination of site suitability for
providing an optimum environment for
the selected species is one of the most
young trees. By planting only the highest
important decisions. A potential Christquality stock, the health and quality of a
mas tree producer should focus on findplantation can be enhanced. A grower
ing land with the best possible charactershould proceed with establishment
istics. A landowner cannot simply choose
thoughtfully - mistakes made at this point
a species based on local selling price for
have a tendency to grow and multiply.
that crop. It would be better to succeed in
Species Selection
a less profitable enterprise than to fail at
The choice of Christmas tree speChristmas tree production because the
cies to be grown is largely governed by
site was unsuitable.
geographic region and climate. Some
Site suitability is governed largely
species require the mountain climate.
by soil characteristics. A grower should
Other species have traditionally been
inspect the soil conditions on potential
grown and marketed only in the coastal
sites. Is the topsoil more than 6 inches
plain and Piedmont of North Carolina.
deep? Is the subsoil a heavy clay or clay
While species such as Fraser fir
loam? Is there a hardpan? How deep do
are primarily marketed through national
weed or existing tree roots grow? Is the
or regional wholesale markets, other spesoil compacted? Is there ever standing
cies such as Virginia pine, are primarily
water on the site after a rain? Are there
marketed through local choose-and-cut
weeds on the site that indicate periodic
markets. A potential Christmas tree
water saturation, such as swamp grass or
grower must carefully weigh the growing
rushes? Any of these factors could indirequirements and business aspects of
cate a problem. County survey maps can
each species. Some of the questions to
help determine soil type and suitability. A
be answered before deciding which spepreliminary soil sample is also needed to
cies to grow are:
evaluate the fertility of the soil.
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The elevation and aspect of a site should
be considered. Both of these factors influence microclimate and, to a large extent, the characteristics of the soil at a
given location. Sites that face south and
southwest and sites at lower elevations
typically have warmer, drier soils in contrast to north and east aspects or higher
elevations, which are cooler and more
moist.In the mountains, elevations above
3,000 feet and north-facing slopes usually
have more soil organic matter, while clay
tends to increase at lower elevations or
south-facing slopes.
The micro-climate of a site determines the risk of freeze damage to buds
or new growth. Trees may tend to break
bud as much as 2 weeks earlier in the
spring on warmer south or southwest facing slopes, as compared to cooler northfacing slopes. When there are risks of
_________________________________
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late hard freezes in an area, early budbreak is a liability that can cost a year's
growth. The extent of frost damage can
be compounded by other site factors that
create a frost pocket. Any factor that reduces air drainage can keep cold air on
the site. Cold air drains poorly from flat
land. Hills or ridges above the planted
area can trap cold air, as can a wall of
trees, along a property line.
The pattern of water flow and
drainage in a site should be considered in
site evaluation. Obviously, creeks and intermittent streams should be noted, as
well as drainage ditches or culverts
above the area. Surface evaluation not
only indicates potential flood areas but
also where soil may be saturated for extended periods. Flat or concave areas are
particularly subject to slow water drainage. Moisture retention can also be
evaluated in terms of aspect. Soils on
south-facing slopes will be drier than
those on adjacent north- or east-facing
slopes. Such conditions can effect survival after planting, or tree growth during
season in which drought or flood occurs.
There are several other factors
that might reduce the effective production
area without eliminating the site altogether. Are there areas that are too rocky,
wet, or steep to plant? Such areas might
serve as staging areas for harvesting or
road turn-arounds, even if they are lost to
production. The prevailing slope may be
be severe enough to impede cultural
management. Trees generally cost less to
manage, and achieve market size faster
on gentler slopes. Topography may restrict the use of mechanization. Are there
"edge effects" from a tree line along a
property border? Unless shade can be
removed, such areas are almost certain
to produce inferior-quality trees.
Site access should also be evaluated during the selection process. Har-

vesting must be accomplished in a variety
of weather conditions. Good access becomes critical, both on the site on statemaintained roads and on the site with
well-planned farm roads. With the short
market distribution period, trees must be
removed on schedule. However, easy access can also encourage theft. Plantations along public roads and those with
multiple access points invite these kinds
of problems. For security, the best location is at the end of a dead-end road with
no other access. Occupied dwellings with
a good view of the plantation can reduce
the potential for theft. However, security
can be augmented at easy-access sites
and generally should not be a primary
factor in rejecting a site.
Plantation Layout
Careful layout of tree fields, roads,
and work areas before the plantation is
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established can result in cost savings in
both management and harvesting. Road
through and around the field should be
marked off, necessary drainage culverts
installed, and grading accomplished prior
to planting. Professional advice is recommended for road construction. Poorly
constructed roads require extra maintenance, and still can fail. Improperly constructed roads can also create drainage
problems that can lead to root diseases
and erosion problems in tree fields.
As a general rule, no place in a
plantation should be more than 100 feet
from a road. Some growers space roads
as close as 65 feet apart or about every
12 to 13 rows. Placement of field roads
every 16 to 20 rows apart is quite common. This spacing facilitates spray applications from the road. It also minimizes

the distance trees have to be carried during harvest. "Edge-effect" areas make
excellent roads and equipment turnarounds. 15 feet between rows should be
left for secondary roads, with more width
for main roads.As tree crowns develop,
the usable width will be reduced to 10
feet or less (about the minimum to accomodate operation of trucks, tractors, and
other machines without damage to the
trees).
All-weather roads to a plantation
should be graveled. Roads that are within
the plantation that are used less frequently should be seeded to grass to
produce heavy sod. Steep or wet roads
may require installation of filter cloth and
gravel to hold up to the normal usage.
Regular road maintenance and sod renewal pay off when roads must be used
during unfavorable weather.
Some growers like to leave wider
areas in the roads at strategic locations
for work centers and collection points in
harvesting. Designation of work areas,
however, is not critical, and many growers operate without them.
Site Preparation
Once a suitable site is selected, it must
be prepared for planting. The degree of
site preparation will depend on the current condition of the land and the requirements of the intended planting technique. Forests, abandoned fields, and
pastures each need different operations
to be readied for planting. Machine planting requires a more prepared surface
than does planting by hand. Site preparation might involve pushing stumps and
rocks, raking roots, and smoothing the
ground with a bulldozer. It might also involve disking, chisel plowing, strip tilling,
or sub-soiling to provide favorable soil
conditions for tree establishment.
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Where soil erosion or compaction
is probable or when capital is limited,
growers may choose less intensive site
preparation practices. However, cost savings during site preparation are often
countered by increased costs during
planting and early production. Regardless
of the economics, potential impacts of
site preparation, especially on marginal
soils, must be carefully considered before
heavy equipment is used.
Initial land clearing must be both
cost effective and favorable to future production. Little or no land clearing is necessary for existing croplands or pasture,
while forestland or abandoned land may
require extensive work Extreme care
should be taken to not work on the land
when the soil is too wet. Heavy
equipment, including skidders, bulldozers, and farm tractors, can compact wet
soils to depths in excess of 16 inches.
Compaction becomes worse with each
additional pass of heavy equipment, particularly under the wrong soil conditions.
Traditional intensive land clearing
involves bulldozing debris into windrows.
Intermediate techniques involve the use
of dynamite or a backhoe to lift stumps
from the ground without scraping topsoil
away. The slash can then be piled with
minimal soil disturbance. Many growers
are choosing to leave the largest tree
stumps and sacrifice space for a handful
of trees per acre to avoid soil disturbance
and compaction caused by moving
stumps. The lowest intensity land clearing
techniques involve cutting and piling the
debris by hand with the help of available
farm equipment. Farm size frequently dictates the techniques that a grower selects, but with any land clearing, preservation of topsoil must be a primary goal.

Future management must be considered in relation to the degree of landsmoothing conducted. Where growers
plan to rely on manual fertilization and
herbicidal application, the field can be
much rougher with occasional rocks or
stumps. If a grower plans to mow regularly with a tractor or walk-behind mower,
smooth land is necessary. Achieving a
perfectly smooth field can have a cost in
soil compaction. Mowing is also more expensive than most herbicide applications.
Thus, many growers are settling for less
manicured fields.
Often, initial land clearing is completed the year before planting to allow
time for site preparation. Herbicide control of re-sprouted or emerged woody and
perennial weeds in late summer or early
fall of the same year can control weed
problems. Hardwood sprouts, vines, and
briars are easier to control without the
complication of newly planted trees
If the soil was not tested during
the site selection, samples should be collected before site preparation is completed. This could be the only good opportunity to work certain nutrients into the
soil as the presence of trees limits some
fertilization practices. Phosphorus and
lime do not move readily into the soil and
may not be available in the root-zone for
a considerable time following application
to the soil surface. These same chemicals also do not readily leach, so once
incorporated into the soil, they remain
available to the trees. One of the important functions of phosphorous fertilization
is to lessen transplant shock. This can
occur only if the phosphorous is immediately available to the newly planted tree.
If these materials are needed, they
should be applied before tilling in the
amount that will meet requirements for at
least the beginning of the production cycle. Other nutrients can be applied before
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planting, but may be more likely to leach
over time.
Depending on the conditions of the
land, several techniques may be used
between clearing and planting to improve
the tilth, drainage of the soil, or both.
Generally, tillage techniques are only
used when there are fertility, drainage,
compaction, or some combination of
these problems on site. On former pasture land, which is often severely impacted, use of these techniques can be
especially important. To minimize erosion
problems, tillage should be done along
contours.
Where true hardpans exist in
coarse-textured, sandy soils, subsoiling is
an approved practice to improve internal
drainage. Growers have used chisel
plows, large disks, and various types of
cultivators to till the soil. Subsoilers may
be used in both directions on a planting
grid to provide four channels for root
growth. However, in silt or clay soils, subsoiling has little long-term benefit to
drainage because the channels quickly fill
up with fine soil particles. On finelytextured soils, tillage can be of great
benefit, particularly where surface compaction exists. Although long-term drainage may not be enhanced, tilth is improved for the tree establishment period.
Tillage should be completed in the fall or
early enough in the spring to allow soil to
settle prior to planting.
On sloping land, some growers are
reluctant to tear up established weeds or
sod for fear of accelerated erosion. If
heavy rains occur before new groundcover becomes established, severe site
damage and loss of valuable topsoil may
result. When tilling is done in the fall, rye
or some other cover crop is sown over
the area to minimize surface runoff.
Some growers establish sown groundcovers between their trees, because it

can be managed more uniformaly and
easily with less herbicide than the native
weed growth.
Finally, it is not enough to know
that the site selected is suitable in elevation, soil type, and location for the species to be grown. There must be adequate expenditure of time, labor, and materials in developing the layout of the area
and preparing the site. Proper attention to
these items can spell the difference between the success or failure of the entire
venture.
Selecting the Planting Stock
Regardless of the species, choosing the right size, age, and quality of
planting stock is very important.Vigorous
nursery stock is very important. If healthy,
vigorous nursery stock is used, harvesting in a field may begin a year or two earlier. A buyer should examine the seeds
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closely. Signs of seedling health include
light-colored roots (tan, red, or light
brown) with no stripped root tips, and
uniformally green foliage. A number of
private nurseries grow and sell seedlings
or transplants (also called liners) suitable
for Christmas trees. Conifer seedlings are
also available from the North Carolina Division of Forest Resources and other
state nurseries on an as-available basis.
Growing Your Own Planting Stock
It is possible to grow your own
seedlings and transplants or even to develop seedling transplant production into
a full-scale enterprise. Production of
these initially small and tender seedlings
is not suited to the management goals of
every Christmas tree grower. Some species of Christmas trees take only 1 year
to achieve a seedling large enough to
plant in the field. For others, 4 to 5 years
are necessary. In purchasing seed for
seedling production, be sure to deal with
a reputable firm that guarantees seed
source origin. An alternative is to personally collect the seed from native stands.
In either event, the seed should be tested
for germination and treated with fungicide
before sowing.
The site for a nursery bed should
be level, fertile, well-drained and stonefree, with a deep, sandy loam topsoil. The
site should be free of perennial vegetation, controlled either by herbicide or tillage. The soil should be tested for nutrient
deficiencies before seed sowing. If soil
analysis shows a need for phosphorous
or lime, the material (s) should be applied and tilled into the soil before planting. Soil fumigation will control both weed
seeds and many soil-borne diseases and
should be done either in the fall or spring
before the beds are sown. Seedbeds can
be prepared in the fall or spring. Many

producers till, fertilizer, and fumigate their
fields in the fall but wait until spring to
build raised beds. Soils are often dryer
and easier to work in the fall and there is
more time to allow for potential delays.
Most seedbeds are built 4 feet
wide with 2-foot aisles between the beds.
Beds should be designed to fit the wheel
width of the tractor to be used. Beds are
usually elevated 6 to 8 inches above the
aisles.The surface of the bed is finely
tilled and then smoothed prior to sowing
seeds.
Use the equation below to calculate the
sowing rate:
Pounds of seed required=
Area in sq. ft. x Seedling density per sq. ft.
Germination % of seed x number of seed per
pound

More seed should be sown than indicated
by the calculated sowing rate to cover
losses by insects, diseases, birds, and
rodents. Seedling density varies with the
species. Firs and spruces should not exceed 40 to 50 plants per square foot.
Pines and redcedar should have a density of not more than 35 plants per square
foot. Immediately after sowing the seed,
the surface of the bed should be rolled or
pressed to ensure firm contact of the
seed with the soil.
Seedbeds would be covered with
1/2 to 1 inch of pine straw, composted
sawdust, hardwood bark, peat moss, or
other organic material. Fresh sawdust
should not be used. Mulch conserves
moisture and protects tender plants during germination and early establishment.
Seedbeds should be fertilized according to the specific needs of the species grown and recommendations from
the soil test. Nitrogen and potash fertilizer
should be used sparingly the first year. In
the second year, seedbeds should be
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top-dressed with nitrogen usually split
into three applications in April, May, and
June. A late summer application of potassium, not exceeding soil test recommendations, will speed the process of seedling dormancy in some species. If seedlings lack vigor, good color, or both, additional soil samples should be analyzed.
Irrigation water of suitable quality
should be available with a full irrigation
system installed. Water must be applied
to the beds as needed each day following
sowing. When seedlings are emerging,
more than one application per day may
be necessary. During rainless periods,
water should be applied at the rate of approximately 1 inch per week after germination and throughout the first growing
season.
Fraser fir and spruce seedlings
develop better if grown under partial
shade during the growing season. Above
elevations of 3,000 feet, the seedlings do
best under 30 percent shade the first year
and no shade the second year. At lower
elevations, Fraser fir may need 50 percent shade the first year and 30 percent
the second year.
Pines and redcedar usually grow
enough for field planting directly from the
seedbed. However, after 2 or 3 years in a
seedbed, firs and spruces need to be
transplanted to a line-out bed for 2 years.
This disturbance stimulates the root system and produces a more balanced plant.
Transplant beds require well-drained soils
and raised-bed construction similar to
seedbeds. Transplant beds should have
irrigation water available and, as with
seedbeds, should be fumigated in the
spring for fall prior to planting. Seedlings
are spaced 6 to 8 inches apart in the
transplant beds. If transplanting by hand,
a transplant board and a trenching tool
will speed the effort. For large quantities
of seedlings, the cost of renting or pur-

chasing a mechanical transplanter may
be justified. Seedlings should be transplanted with the roots fully extended
downward and the stems upright. Properly handled transplants will be straighter
and easier to outplant.
Outplanting the Trees
Success of outplanting largely depends on the care given the plants before
and during planting. Planting should be
done during the dormant season.
Table 1. Suggested times for planting Christmas trees in spring

Location

Time of Planting

Coastal Plains

January through March

Piedmont

February through April

Mountains

March through mid-May

No planting should be attempted when
surface soils are too dry, too wet, or frozen. Unless the soil is in tillable condition,
seedling roots can not be properly
packed. Roots die if exposed to air in
poorly packed planting holes. Under wet
soil conditions, soil is likely to be compacted during planting, aggravating soil
damage problems.
If dormant seedlings are to be
field-planted within 4 weeks after they are
received, they can generally be stored in
the shipping package. From the time
trees arrive until they are set out, they
should be stored in a cool, dark place,
preferably under 50 degrees F. Roots
must not be allowed to dry out. Failure to
keep the roots moist has contributed to
many unsuccessful plantings.
Planting time is an excellent opportunity to remove cull trees. Many
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growers grade their planting stock before
going to the field. They evaluate stem diameter (or caliper), height, vigor of the
root system, and presence of a dominant
terminal bud or single top. Cull trees are
likely to remain a poor investment, but
some growers reset them in a transplant
bed in an attempt to grow them up to
grade. For a majority of low-grade trees,
however, a cull remains a cull. They can
cost years in reduced efficiency and increased costs.
While grading seedlings, many
growers root-prune their planting stock.
Root-pruning can reduce the incidence of
"J-rooting" or "U-rooting" that occurs
when planting too large a seedling into
too small a hole. Root-pruning should
target only the excessively long roots, as
severe root-pruning can reduce plant survival. Ideally, planting stock should have
as much volume in the roots as in the top
and never exceed a two-to-one ratio of
top to roots. I would be better to dig a
deeper hole than to cut off too many
roots. Root-pruning can also spread root
diseases. Periodic sterilization of the
knife or hatchet with a disinfectant is recommended to minimize this risk.
Even during planting, care should
be taken to keep the roots moist. Many
growers root-dip their transplants in a
water-retaining plant gel. Trees should be
protected from direct sunlight at all times.
Loosely stored trees or seedling packages should be kept in the shade, not
under tarps, which can trap heat. Trees
should be carried from package to planting site in a bucket, planting bag, or tray
with damp moss covering the roots.
When hand planting, trees should be
removed from the container one at a time
as each hole is dug.
Several planting methods have
been used successfully, depending on
the planting site. Across North Carolina,

tractor- pulled tree-planting machines are
used in open land where large numbers
of trees are being set. Most hand planting
is done with planting bars or spades.
Some growers use hand-held power post
hole diggers to provide a tilled planting
hole for transplants. However, using post
hole diggers in clay soils can be difficult,
and can result in a sealed hole, which results in trees becoming "pot-bound". For
very rough, steep, or erodible land, hand
planting may be the only practical choice.
If the planting site is suitable and properly
prepared, machine planting is more efficient. Machine-planted trees may require
some hand straightening and packing in,
but survival often exceeds that of hand
planting.
Precise spacing is advantageous
for Christmas tree production, because
each tree has more uniform growing conditions, and cultural practices become
easier to complete. Christmas trees must
be planted "in-line" in either straight rows
or in rows on the contour. "Offset" trees
may be damaged or destroyed by machinery used for cultural practices, especially mowing. To keep tress in-line and
uniformly spaced, many growers stretch a
string to mark off each row as it is being
planted. The string may have the in-row
intervals marked on it as well. Other
growers carry a measuring stick to mark
off tree spacing both within and across
rows. Some tree planting equipment is
designed to precisely space trees, resulting in equal distances between trees
within rows.
Spacing trees the proper distance
is very important to growing quality trees.
Correct spacing varies by species, intended tree size, and amount of mechanization. As can be seen in Table 2, even
a small change in spacing can make a
large change in the number of trees per
acre. It is important to note that as the
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trees grow together in a tight spacing,
they shade bottom branches of adjacent
trees, reducing quality.
Table 2. Common tree spacings and the
corresponding number of trees per acre
In-row x acrossrow (feet)

Number of trees per
acre

4x4

2,720

4 x 4.5

2,420

5x5

1,740

5x6

1,450

6x6

1,210

7x7

890

Depending on the existing groundcover, the
marked rows may need to be banded with a
pre-emergent herbicide several weeks before
planting. In other situations, trees and
emerged weeds can be over-sprayed with
post-emergent herbicide before planting.
Generally, tall weed growth is allowed in row
middles during the first year to provide partial
shade as long as there is no immediate competition around the tree. The fields should be
periodically scouted to check for problem
weeds, such as vines, that can quickly escape control.
Even with ideal conditions, most
growers expect to lose 1 or 2 percent of their
trees the first year. If establishment stress is
compounded by insects, disease, weather
conditions, or poor planting technique, much
higher losses can occur. Planting success
should be evaluated during the first year. Unless losses can be attributed to a soil-borne
disease, any gaps may be reset the following
planting season, depending on species. If a
root rot disease is the cause of death, replants of the same species are as likely to die
as the initial planting.

POEM FROM "LIVES OF THE SAINTS"
The following is from an old edition of "Lives of the Saints" and was quoted inside of the
program for the meeting where the group agreed to organize the Association on October 7, 1960. Committees were appointed and formal organization started in February of
1961. Coy has been reviewing the old notes.
Here is this little tree, a
Young child of the forest.
This shall be your holy
Tree tonight. It is the wood
Of peace, for our houses are
Built of it - it is the sign of
Everlasting life, for its leaves
Are evergreen. See how it points
Toward heaven - Let this be
Called the tree of the Christ
Child. Gather about it not in the
Wild Wood, but in your own
Homes. There it will shelter no
Deeds of blood, but loving gifts
And rites of kindness.
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THE OLD & THE NEW
ROUNDUP, SUREGUARD AND WESTAR HERBICIDES
John F. Ahrens,Plant Science Emiritus,
The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, Windsor
Roundup (glyphosate) is now over
30 years old. We first tested the Monsanto Company's glyphosate as an experimental compound in Christmas trees
in 1972.
In 1976, Roundup received its first
registration for non-crop areas and for
preplant use in agronomic crops. It was
later registered for preplant and directed
uses in Christmas Trees. Glyphosate
products are now the most widely used
herbicides in the world.
During the 1970s, a great deal of
research showed that many conifers
grown as Christmas trees could tolerate
Roundup sprays during dormancy. However, with the patent expiration of
Roundup, many generic forms of glyphosate came on the market, and Monsanto
also has introduced several new formulations. These changes can have great significance for Christmas tree growers who
have come to rely so heavily on this remarkable herbicide.
New herbicide chemistry for
Christmas tree production has been essential nonexistent for the past decade. In
2003, Valent USA introduced Sureguard
(flumioxazin) in a few states and obtained
a national label for the 2004 season. DuPont Company's Westar (hexazinone +
sulfometuron) was also registered in
2003 for Christmas trees in Washington
and Oregon and more recently in several
other states in the Midwest and East.
Different Types of Action
These herbicides have completely different modes of action. Glyphosate is a systemic, follar-applied post-emergence herbicide with no residual activity in the soil.
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Water soluble herbicides such as
glyphosate do not penetrate the waxy
deposits and cuticles of plant leaves very
well and are, therefore, formulated with
surfactants that allow better wetting and
improve uptake. These surfactants also
affect selectivity - the differential effects
on weeds and conifers.
Christmas trees have thicker cuticles and heavier wax deposits on their
needles when dormant, after the season's growth is complete. Thus, spray
contact of glyphosate with conifer needles is the least damaging during the
growing season. This is also affected by
the type and concentration of the surfactants in the formulation. So when glyphosate formulations change, we can expect
changes in selectivity.
The early formulation of Roundup
changed about 1995 when Roundup Pro
and Ultra were introduced by the Monsanto Company. Pro and Ultra contain
different surfactants, which make them
faster-acting on weeds and more rainfast.
Research showed, however, that
Roundup Pro and Ultra were potentially
more injurious to dormant Christmas
trees than the "old Roundup."
Roundup Original Disappearing
After many requests by Christmas tree
growers, Monsanto then continued to
produce the old formulation, which they
labeled "Roundup Original." Currently,
Roundup Original is being phased out.
Now, more concentrated formulations
with different surfactants, such as
Roundup Original Max and Roundup Ultra Max, will replace it.
Both are potassium salts, rather than the
isopropylamine salt in Roundup Original,

and they contain 48% rather than 41%
glyphosate. We are not yet sure how
Christmas tree conifers will react to these
changes. Tests are underway, but insufficient data are available to make a sound
judgment.
Hopefully, we will know by the end
of the 2005 season. In the meantime, if
Roundup Original is not available, glyphosate products that we have verified to
be equivalent to Roundup Original include Glyphos, Glyphosate 4 and Credit.
Honcho also is equivalent but its label
does not list Christmas tree sites. There
are other glyphosate products on the
market that have not been evaluated in
Christmas trees.
All of this is irrelevant if Roundup
or other glyphosate products are used
strictly according to label recommendations and are applied as fully directed or
preplant applications.
To quote the Roundup Original label, "This product is not recommended
for use as an over-the-top broadcast
spray in ornamentals and Christmas
trees. Care must be exercised to avoid
contact of spray, drift or mist with foliage .
. . ." That works for small acreage growers who spot treat around their trees but
is more difficult for those with unshielded
tractor-mounted sprayers.
The widespread use of Roundup in
Christmas trees can be attributed largely
to the finding that dormant conifers tolerate sprays of Roundup at effective rates
(1 to 2 quarts per acre) when either directed to basal foliage (semi-directed) or,
in some species, sprayed over the top.
Research and experience have
shown that conifer species vary in their
tolerance to Roundup sprays. Douglas-fir
and white pine are in the more sensitive
group and Scotch pine, spruces and true
firs are in the more tolerant group.
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Spraying Roundup over the top of
Douglas-fir or white pine is very risky, and
we have seen many examples of injury
through the years to verify this conclusion. Of course, rates of Roundup designed to suppress weeds (8 to 12
ounces per acre) are selective even during active growth of some conifer species.
Roundup Tolerant Weeds
I used to believe that if we had only one
herbicide for Christmas trees, Roundup
would fill the bill, but I don't anymore. The
reasons are that we have Rounduptolerant weeds and, more recently,
Roundup-resistant weeds.
Roundup-tolerant weeds are those
that have never been controlled well with
Roundup. Weeds such as bird vetch,
hoary alyssum, Asiatic dayflower and orental bittersweet are tolerant of Roundup
at 1 to 2 quarts per acre. Populations of
tolerant weeds increase with continued
use of a chemical with one mode of action.
Resistant weeds are biotypes of a
weed species that normally are controlled
by a herbicide. In any population of weed
species, biotypes may exist that are not
controlled by a herbicide. These resistant
populations, rare in the beginning, survive
to produce more seed and increase in
numbers when the same herbicide is
used year after year on the same land.
As an example, triazine-resistant
annual weeds of several species are now
common across the country because of
many years of reliance on simazine, atrazine and hexaxinone in several
crops.This resistance has necessitated
new strategies for weed control.
But glyphosate resistance is relatively new. A glyphosate-resistant biotype
of horseweed (Conyza canadensis) has
been discovered and is increasing in

the Mid-Atlantic states.
Horseweed, also called mares-tail,
is an annual (and winter annual) that is
widespread in crops and non-crop areas
around the world. It spreads by windblown seeds and is common in Christmas
tree plantations. So it may be just a matter of time before glyphosate-resistant
horse-weed spreads across the United
States and Canada.
It is also just a matter of time before other Roundup-resistant weeds are
identified and increase. For example,
glysophate-resistant common ragweed
was recently found in Missouri.
Combining or alternating herbicides with different modes of action is the
way to deal with both tolerant and resistant weeds.Placing full reliance on one
type of chemistry is risky. We need all of
the chemicals in our arsenal of weed killers.
Other noteworthy facts to know
about glyphosate are: low spray volumes
are more effective than high volumes;
heavy dew, especially at cool temperatures in the fall, may dilute and decrease
efficacy; and ammonium sulfate can improve efficacy when spraying with hard
water. Adding more surfactant may im39

prove efficacy of Roundup Original, but it
also increases injury to conifers when foliage is sprayed.
Tank-mixing Roundup Original with
any emulsifiable concentrate formulations of other herbicides also increases
risk of conifer injury with sprays that contact foliage. We also learned that any
over-the-top sprays on fully dormant
spruces and true firs should be applied
with the spray boom held sufficiently high
so that coverage is uniform at the tops of
the trees (with flat fan nozzles 24 inches
or higher over the top). Air blast sprays of
Roundup over any species of Christmas
trees are extremely risky.
SureGuard - The New
This brings us to SureGuard, our latest
Christmas tree management tool.
SureGuard is formulated as a 51%
water dispersible granule, effective at
rates of 8 to 12 ounces of product per
acre. It can provide season-long preemergence control of annual grasses and
broadleaf weeds and certain perennial
weeds from seed when applied on weedfree soil, or nearly weed-free soil, and activated by rainfall or irrigation.
It can substitute for combinations
of simazine or atrazine with pre-

emergence "grass" herbicides such as
oryzalin, pendimethalin or s-metolachlor.
And it controls triazine-resistant weeds
such as common ragweed, common
lambsquarters and common groundsel,
as well as Roundup-tolerant hoary allysum and Asiatic dayflower. Hoary alyssum, Asiatic dayflower and horseweed,
for example, are only controlled before
emergence, whereas ragweeds,
lambsquarters, groundsel and certain
others are controlled in the emerged
seedling stage.
Adding a non-ionic, surfactant or
drop-oil concentrate is recommended to
improve efficacy of SureGuard sprays on
susceptible weed seedlings. Although
some established perennial weeds are
suppressed by SureGuard, most are not
killed Tank-mixing SureGuard with
Roundup Original at 1 pint to 1 quart per
acre can be effective on mixed stands of
annual and perrenial weeds.
Spot Treatments
For those growers who spot-treat around
trees in the plantation, tank mixes that I
suggest are SureGuard at 1/2 to 1 tablespoon plus Roundup at 3/8 to 1/2 cup per
3 gallons. These are best applied before
weeds exceed 4 to 8 inches in height.
Care must be taken to avoid spray contact with conifer foliage. Such noncallibrated spot treatments are risky when
applied over the top of conifers when the
trees are dormant.
Crucial in the prevention of conifer
injury with SureGuard is to time applications before bud break in the spring or or
on hardened growth in the fall. For example, it will cause severe frost-like contact
injury if applied on the young flush of
spruces and firs.
Newly planted conifers listed on
the label, including those in transplant
beds, are tolerant, provided the soil is
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firmed around the plants and they are still
dormant. But SureGuard can be very injurious to conifers in seedbeds either before seedling emergence or within the
first two years of seedling growth.
Westar - A New Combination
of the Old
Westar is actually a combination of two
older herbicides (Velpar and Oust) in a
new partnership. Together, they control a
broad spectrum of annual and perennial
weeds - including nutsedge before and
after emergence, with the potential for
season-long control.
Like SureGuard, Westar must be
applied before bud break to avoid conifer
injury. But, unlike SureGuard, Westar is
not a good candidate for non-calibrated
spot treatment because excessive rates
can cause serious conifer injury from root
uptake. A surfactant should not be added
to Westar sprays.
Westar may be available for
Christmas trees in 2005 in Washington
and Oregon. However, except for grower
trials, it will not become available in the
East or Midwest until the 2006 season.
Weed researchers in the eastern
U.S. are still searching for the most effective rates of Westar for various plantation
weeds, soils and conifer species. Westar
may be more of a product to anticipate for
2006 than to expect in 2005, so stay
tuned.
As with any new herbicide, we expect to learn a great deal more about
SureGuard and Westar as more growers
use them on a field scale. Growers are
advised to field test any new herbicide
before adopting full-scale use. It is always
important to compare new herbicides with
prior standards on the same sites, soils
and conifer species.
Reading the label first, making
sure the equipment is calibrated and
keeping good records always are

important. These steps are especially critical with new products such as SureGuard,
Westar and the newer formulations of glyphosate.
You can get labels from your pesticide supplier or from the Internet Web site
www.cdms.net.
-American Christmas Tree Journal for March 2005
_____________________________________________________________________

WHEN HURRICANES HIT: A TALE OF TWO GROWERS
Excerpts from Christmas Trees for January 2006
Katrina
ground perfectly horizontal. And still othBy Clarke J. Gernon, Sr.
ers are leaning at various angles between
these two extremes.
Clarke reports the effect of Katrina on his
Nonetheless, it is reasonable to
trees on Shady Pond Farm in Louisiana
generalize Katrina's impact as follows.
as follows:
The taller the tree, the greater the damThe effect of Katrina's winds on
age. Each and every giant Leyland (25' the Christmas trees was mixed. Some
32') was uprooted. All of the Sapphires
trees were unaffected in any way. They
(15'-20') suffered the same fate. All of
stand even at this moment just as they
those trees were cut and piled for
did on Sunday morning when I was
burning. This will be the most expensive
boarding windows. Others look as if they
fire I have ever tended.
had been cut. They are lying on the
The only exception to 'big tree-big
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damage' generalization was King William's Pine. Cryptomeria japonica was
undisturbed by the intense wind regardless of size and remains as beautiful as
ever.
Carolina Sapphires in the 6' to 8'
range are leaning. But none went completely down.
One group of Leyland cypress are
flopping. When the tree is lifted it falls
back down immediately. The roots are so
shallow that even 5' to 7' trees were uprooted. It actually seems that this group
was not planted deep enough. This problem will be corrected during the next
planting at Shady Pond."
_________________________________
The Tannebaums vs. the Hurricanes
by Steve Mannhard
"Katrina was the real deal when it
comes to hurricanes. Even with her horrible eye going inland 150 miles to our
west, we had extensive and long-lasting
hurricane force winds that laid most of
our younger trees back over to the north stakes and all! But after a few days, it
was vividly apparent that Katrina left us
with another major problem - the entire
south side of our trees turned an awful
brown color as the needles were apparently burnt by the storm."
This burning was widespread in
the region and not limited to evergreens,
although it was most noticeable on the
tender greenery of evergreen landscape
trees and shrubs. So in the aftermath of
Katrina, we were left with not only thousands of leaning trees once again, but
with whole fields of two-toned trees, and
there was nothing we could do about it."
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Top: Shady Pines - downed Giant Ley
lands
Middle: Fish River - "Living Christmas
Trees" blown over but not burned.
Bottom: Fish River - two toned trees
According to the article, brown trees are
caused by the salt water dropped on the
trees.

ELF'S EYE VIEW
Recycling Ideas
1. A pharmaceutical
company in Toronto,
Ontario plans to make
an influenza medicine
with an acid extracted
from needles of discarded Christmas trees.
2. In Porter County, Indiana, a group has
formed to gather trees and unload them
at the 25-acre wildlife rehabilitation site
for cover for wild animals and birds.
3. In Georgia we have the "Bring One for
the Chipper" program where trees are
gathered and chipped for mulch.
4. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Gulf
State Park persons put up more than
3000 feet of sand fencing with
Chrismas trees at the base. The
trees which were donated had
been victims of a hurricane.
5. Jefferson Parish in Louisiana
has been using Christmas trees to
create tree fences to combat erosion along the marshes.
6. In Tomahawk, Wisconsin, recycled Christmas trees are used in a
pulp & paper mill as a boiler fuel
for power.
7. In New Hampshire recycled
Christmas trees are used in lakes
and ponds for fish friendly habitats.
8. These are but a few of the uses
of recycled Christmas trees.
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Georgia Christmas Tree Association Web Site
There has been changes in the Association web site. For starters we now have 4
addresses. 1. http://www.gachristmastree.com, 2. http://www.gachristmastree.org, 3.
http://www.gacta.com and 4. http://www.gacta.org. The .org addresses will not have hit
counters on them but will access the same page as the .com addresses. At the present
time I am working on the setup of a new design. The new design gives the member a
site address instead of a page. The member site address will be
http://www.yourselectedname.gacta.com. I elected to use the gacta because it is
shorter. All members that have a page at the present time or elect to do so in the future
will get to choose an address as shown above. I sent email to all that I had a current
address the first of February requesting that they send me their selection of a name. I
have had three or four answers. This redesign will give each farm an address that they
can use as their web site address in other advertising. Our old site was designed much
different and this was not possible. This upgrade is costing the Association $36 per year
more and I am not suggesting additional charges to members. There is also more
space available if needed. I had hoped that this process would allow you to make the
changes to your site yourself but it is not possible at this time.
Note: All above addresses will work without the www if you desire.
Now while the site is being developed the gachristmastree.com address has the
last years material on it. As new sites are setup on the gacta.com site they are available but some links will not work. When the gacta.com site is complete I will remove the
old material from gachristmastree site and link that address to the new site. An addition
that is available is the ability to link to a yahoo map of your location using the farm address. To see how this works check http://www.fourakrechristmastrees.gacta.com/ and
try the map link just under the farm name. This is the time to get your site updated and
all changes for 2006 season setup before fall rush. Send me an Email with your name
request and I suggest that you consider trying to keep it as short as possible. Also give
me all changes you need to make, new pictures etc now. It takes me about 4 hours to
set up each member site the first time. Don’t wait until fall. Coy Dillahunty

EVENT SCHEDULE
SPRING MEETING ---Scheduled for April 29-30 at Mike Brumby & J H White’s farm
at Tifton. Morning meeting location not selected yet so look for the information
abound first week of April.
FALL MEETING ---- Scheduled for September 23-24 at Gary Smith Farm near
Nicholson. This is a week later than normal because of the UGA Football schedule. Nicholson is near Athens and there would be no motels available on Football
weekends.
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Georgia Christmas Tree Association, Inc.
2006
Membership Application
Company

Names:

Last

Spouse

First

Mail address
City

State

Home phone

Zip

E-mail
Your web site address if you have
other than on Association site.
Dues Amt.

Web page Amt.

Amount paid

Check No

Dues are $65.00 per Year, Web page Amt. is $15.00 per year. Please fill in check number.
Other funds
Natl. Assoc. Mbr
Yes
No Dues Paid date
Dues Paid Year
New mbr date

District

Copies of C&C Guide requested

Do you want to List Choose and Cut

Yes

Farm City

Tree Varieties
A. Leyland Cypress
B. Virginia Pine
C. Murray Cypress
D. Blue Ice
E. Carolina Sapphire
F. Cut Fraser Fir
G. Red Cedar
H. White Pine
I. Green Giant
J. Cryptomeria
K. Deodora Cedar
L. Balsam Fir
M. Cannan Fir
N. Blue Spruce
O. Norway spruce
P. White spruce
Q. Concolor fir
R. Other varieties
S. Spruce Pine
T. Sand Pine

No Farm County
Farm location_address_directions

Services List
1. Sell Choose & Cut
2. Sell Tree Stands
3. Sell Wreaths
4. Sell Garland
5. Sell Balled or Potted trees
6. Sell Wholesale
7. Sell Pumpkins in season
8. Sell Jams & Jellies
9. Hay rides
10. Cider &/or Hot Chocolate
11. Lighted field
12. Gift Shop
13. Snow Flocking
Note:
14. Train ride
15. Pet zoo
16 . Maze
17. Field tours
18. Boiled Peanuts
19. Accept Charge Cards
Farm info phone

List additional Tree Varieties or Services below

DO YOU USE TIP MOTH MONITERING INFO TO SCHEDULE SPRAYING?
Yes
No
Instructions for completing this form: Please complete address and personal information that
applies. The Choose and cut information that is in the red bordered box above must be
complete to list in Choose and cut guide. The choose and cut guide is automaticly printed from
the information in this box along with owners name and Farm name. Phone number printed will
be one that is in Farm Info Phone block in red box. If items in red box are not entered, it will
not list in Choose and Cut guide. I am deleting the survey I have conducted for past few years. Not
enough completing to be useful. Note the copies of C & C block in color above. If you want copies
of the Choose and Cut listing and Brochures sent to you enter number you want in this block. All will
get two copies. Additional should be requested in the block. The guides cost the Association about
$.25 each. Please submit additional funds if you want extra copies.
OVER
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Georgia Christmas Tree Association, Inc.
2006
Membership Application
Web site information
The Association has a web site that is a good place to advertise your farm. The cost to use this site is
only $15.00 per year. This seems to be a better form of advertising around the larger cities. Each page
for 2006 should display a hit count to let each one know how many contacts they have had on their site.
To set up a site,(up to size of 6-8 pages the size of this form) contact Coy at 770-884-0022 or E-mail:
If you already have a page on the site and wish to update it or add something to it,
contact Coy. New in 2006, we can offer you your web site. It does not require a separate name
registration as you find in some sites. Your address on our site will be www.yourname.gacta.com.
You can advertise your web address and go directly to your site. There will be a link to rest of
Association site from this site. This is called a sub domain setup that is now available. It will have a
counter on it for traffic reports. Association will have to control development but we can use your site
material if given to us in a useable format. Contact Coy for details. Some members have their own web
site. If you do and want to link to your site instead of developing site on the Association site it is still the
same price. Your farm info will be listed in all the index the same as other farms but when someone
clicks on the index page it will go to your web site. The $15.00 fee still applies. A hit count can’t be put
on this link. Payment of web page dues is the application for this service. Dues not paid by May 1 will
result in removal of web site. The Association has 4 addresses, www.gachristmastree.com, and .org and
www.gacta.com and .org The 2005 material is still on www.gachristmastree.com. New development is
on www.gacta.com. This will be merged as new development is completed. the .org addresses go to the
same thing as the .com except the hit count don’t work. The New www.gacta.com address is being used
as a way to shorten the address and give you a shorter address for your farm. The sub domain
addressing system is a new addition that has given us more flexibility in site development.
Additional Information About the Association
The Georgia Christmas Tree Association is a non profit corporation organized to promote the
growing of quality Christmas trees in Georgia. The Association has a marketing consultant under
contract to assist members with media contacts and offers other help to members on request. All
members are urged to use her services to get the most from their advertising dollars. We have a
contact person from the University system assigned to help Christmas tree growers with problems. His
expertise is in weed control but he will find the correct person for other problems that we bring to him.
Contact the Executive director to get to this person. Several of the members of the Association have
done research projects on their own and shared the results with the other members. All of us have
ideas about what might be a good way to do something and we need to share with others in this area
to help all.
Our meetings are designed to help new growers learn from what others are doing through field
tours of the host farm. Most members pick up ideas at either the farm or lecture settings that give them
something to work with. Most older members still think the interaction and discussion in groups give a
great learning experience along with making friends. We try to have new member meetings as the
need arises to give more one on one help to new members.
Contact the Executive Director at any time for help or to find information on a subject. He is no
expert but has been growing trees for over 20 years.
Return this application to Georgia Christmas Tree Association, Inc., P O Box 274, Concord GA
30206. For information call Coy at 770-884-0022
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